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MDDS systems in clinical practice, it is well estab- 
lished that such systems can play a valuable role in 
medical education [1989216]. The process of knowl- 
edge base construction, utilization of such knowledge 
bases for medical education in the form of patient 
case simulators, and the use of MDDS systems have 
all been shown to be of educational value in a variety 
of institutional settings. 

In summary, the future of MDDS systems appears to 
be bright. The number of researchers in the field is 
growing. The diversity of MDDS systems is increasing. 
The number of commercial enterprises interested in 
MDDS systems is expanding. Rapid improvements in 
computer technology continue to be made. A growing 
demand for cost-effective clinical information man- 
agement and the desire for better health care are 
sweeping the United States. All these factors will en- 
sure that new and productive MDDS applications be 
developed, evaluated, and used. 

The author thanks Dr. Constantin Aliferis for his suggestions re- 
garding the discussion of Bayesian belief networks. 
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